WECA APPEAL SETTLED---WECA ACHIEVES A BETTER DA & BETTER OUTCOMES FOR LOCALS
[321 Montague Road ‘The Wave’]
---WECA WINS: your association at work and achieving better outcomes for your neighbourhood---
---JOIN WECA TODAY---

www.weca.org.au

Highlights:

· fourfold increase in onsite bicycle parking spaces - 510 bicycle spaces!! 

· Limitations on use of onsite resident and visitor car parking- to help educe local traffic impacts
· Limitations on car parking being used for commercial purposes- minimising local traffic impacts.
· improved vehicle access and garbage collection arrangements- minimising adverse impacts on neighbours.
· increased setback from neighbouring property- ensuring a more sensitive street presence from a very large development.
Thanks
WECA’s team led by Vice-President David Bratchford constructively negotiated improvements that reduce adverse impacts on neighbouring properties, local residents, and the community at large. A vote of thanks to David for his extraordinary efforts. Thanks also to Seleneah More for her input and advice on town planning matters and strategy. Thanks to Geoff Smith, Hazel Parkins, Scott Sellwood, Jo Bragg, the residents of Koko apartments and everyone that attended the community information session and joined along the way.

Celebration 
To celebrate our efforts and the benefits achieved, WECA will plan a celebration event. Considering the massive improvement achieved for bicycle users it’ll probably be something to do with bikes! We’ll need volunteers to help with organising so please drop us an email.
Implications & Lessons
1. In this instance, City Council was selective in the enforcement of its own policies – insisting on car parking whilst giving up on minimum requirements for bicycles. The construction of car parking increases the overall costs of the development, reduces housing affordability and worsens traffic impacts in local streets.

2. BCC fails transport planning – in the disclosure process of the proceedings it became evident that City Council has no recent traffic studies for local area transport and traffic conditions for South Brisbane, West End and Hill End. Nor has Council conducted a traffic study anticipating impacts from the soon to be opened Hale Street tollbridge. No evidence was provided by Council’s lawyers of any relevant planning for the recently launched CityGlider high frequency bus service. All of these matters go directly to the management, planning and provision of safe streets in West End. On the traffic and transport front, Council is flying blind.

3. Sadly current BCC policies on car parking and mobility options are proving inadequate. Increasingly we are detecting selective enforcement and relaxation of Council planning provisions and policies to suit the whims of select interests - increasingly its more about satisfying political masters than sound planning policy. The result is planning inconsistency, uncertainty and unfairness – for residents and developers alike. 
4. To make matters worse, it’s increasing falling to your association to be vigilant and to bear the cost of running legal appeals. The court is always a last resort for WECA, however until City Council applies all of its policies consistently and stops approving non-compliant applications then residents are being forced to exercise their rights of appeal. 

5. WECA calls on Brisbane City Council’s leadership to lift their game on this front – to act on the community wishes for future development and approve development applications consistent with these local wishes.
