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18 March 2011

"Cities have the capability of providing something for everybody, only because, and only when, they are created by everybody" 

The late great Jane Jacobs made this observation last century. Sadly it’s a principle that remains noticeably absent from the minds and practices of Brisbane’s civic leadership in this century. 

Brisbane is a great city. It has wonderful natural advantages. The people who live and thrive in this great city are each making a contribution to its prosperity. However both of these advantages can be threatened by poor civic leadership and bad planning outcomes. 

When the State Planning Minister joins the Lord Mayor of the state’s capital city in denigrating locals then our city’s future is threatened. Early this week Paul Lucas and Campbell Newman green-lighted massive overdevelopment in some of the very same areas of West End that were flood affected last month. 

Lucas wouldn’t even wait until his own flood Royal Commission made its interim report to inform him of the wisdom of Campbell Newman’s proposal for over-development in the middle of flood affected streets.

Residents of West End have been actively involved in the planning process, probably more so than residents of any other part of the city. In this latest planning exercise, a total of 5,487 people expressed their opinions on the shape of future development. 96% supported future development that was medium-rise, medium density and predominantly residential in nature. Hardly an anti-development stance, is it?

To hear the rants of Lord Mayor Newman you’d think people wanted to head back to the caves. Of the 530 submissions made specifically on building heights, just 5 supported the Lord Mayor’s wish for CBD-style high-rise buildings of 20+ storeys. Less than 1%. 

Brisbane’s future is not being “created by everybody”. 

The planning agenda in Brisbane has been hijacked by special interests. They are not residents but those close to the politicians and they will be the biggest beneficiaries of overdevelopment in the wrong places. 

These special interests are powerful enough to sideline the wishes of 5,487 people and they will not stop at one suburb. 

Ordinary people participated in good faith in council’s neighbourhood planning process and now they have been used as a doormat for special interests. 

Many people have a vision for the future development of their streets and neighbourhoods. Many have given freely and generously of their time and energies. These are ordinary people with a passion for the future of Brisbane. Next week I will join with over forty other resident groups from across Brisbane in a campaign for ‘A Greater Brisbane’. 

Standing on the principle of local leadership for local development we will work together to support local efforts to create a greater Brisbane. 

Slander against ordinary residents with a passion for a better future of Brisbane will prompt locals to join together to sweep away the special interests and their boosters. I believe Brisbane’s future should be created by everybody.
Darren Godwell is President of the West End Community Association and a member of Brisbane Residents United, that will be launched on Monday 21st March.
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